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exact manner in which the newly hatched young worms find their way back from the ground into another animal has not been discovered. Perhaps when this is known, control measures will be more effective.
Symptoms of lung-worm disease
The chief symptom is coughing. The amount and severity will depend on the number of worms in the lungs and also whether pneumonia has begun. As noted before, there may be mild cases of this disease which pass unrecognized and without losses other than some unthriftiness of the affected pigs. If the coughing appears during dry and dusty weather, it is likely that the dust will be blamed. Badly infested hogs might show a frequent and persistent cough together with a discharge from the nostrils. Difficult breathing may be observed. A post-mortem examination of a carcass would be necessary to identify this disease positively.
A careful examination of the carcass should be made to eliminate such other diseases as cholera, necro, or intestinal worms. If no evidence of these diseases is present, the lungs should be opened with scissors and a sharp knife. Cut into the bronchi or air passages and look carefully for thread-like white worms. They are frequently buried in a mass of blood-stained sticky mucous or phlegm. If the worms are numerous they may appear as a tangled mass of white thread protruding from the cut end of an air passage. In long-standing cases the lungs may show signs of pneumonia as evidenced by discolored areas which appear liver-like when cut into with a knife. There may be small nodules or lumps about the size of a millet seed on or near the surface of the lung. When sliced, these may have a hard yellow center. These nodules are in reality dried-up abscesses surrounding a center where a mass of lung-worm eggs or larvae has accumulated. The finding of the worms and the elimination of the possibility of other complicating diseases would establish a reasonably safe diagnosis.